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the end of my Florida 
om the 41th of Jamuaru: 
in Fliaht cut of 
fry wor 


Towards 
weca tion 
lowast one hour 
Houston International on 
towards 
It was micht, 
pms I lacked out of 
at 25,868 feet and sau cut 
Lights far belou. I thouahts 
"how meat it would be if I couid 
receive anu radia tramem lee ians 
during Flight. Then I thought s 
"uot, I have mu Simclair pocket 


the Lime wat 
the window 


Til with me, let's give ie Sets ta des | 
imetead”, and sa I did. Pturns 
ed it oan and instantly chenme tb 


ceed 


a2, aut from who knows Liner 
came in crustal clear. I was 
amazed! FRioht in the palm of tr 
hands, Ao Current Affair was he 
ina broadcasted and I was re 
ceivina it in a titanium shetled 
Bea Towetched the proaram Ps 
ghout 18 minutes before the 
steverdess came up and imnfarihed 
me that electronic equipment 
that receives signals, ies TH & 
radia, could interfere with the 
planes Gun electronic dewices. 
She went further and stated 

that pocket tape players amd 
Lapiop computers Were atoud 
provided that the radia functian 
of the player was mot used. And 
co, I then pulled out my LLoud's 
“ooalkmen” tupe player and my neu 
Laser PCS portable computer armed 
proceeded to write this article. 
With thie, I end here Listening 
te the song “Let It Be” by the 
Beatles while the pilat is sau- 
ina “Ladies & Gentleman: if you 
look cut the right side of the 
plane you will see Albuquerques 
EES. It is now 12:85 am. 

By the way, the Laser PE3 weighs only i pound = 
$ eunces. It's a 288 ecenc-clone under $200.00. 
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R the formation of @ 
pulti-nat nere begun, one of 
the t bi ne fact 
the & OT a ac} é inber- 
cha ef inforne re Ve 
clo ginded about be 
act y accept inpul if 
enc bo contact us. 
fig the chove ideas, sone Gere successiul , 
sone vere -2 6s th nyers once put it - not 
cig gust jus : », bub it gust be SEER to 
he don he that a lot of the problem is 
not in f It is the ability to con- 
nunicate to gou our efforts. I hope that by nop 
that there isn’t angone ghe can doubt that the 
affects put forth so far are sincere. fe are 
geared tovard the eainte! c and bettersent of 
the Sinclair cosaunity through inforsaticn. 
tenbi deqling gith 
e blica us the 
gazine “lock, Sarees c: 
a jor decision 8 ressé 
a phone conferen thought ge 
c Hiab off. cm sibility 
a gte publisher lity BG+ 
Ri qazine that ha had 
i be blis he pgiar 
r that id n addition, 
t re necobi- 
& ere 
In add ; el probless. 
Volunteers ce ity of pul- 
quality publication vere feo and 


far hetueen, 


a 
ting together a qua 

fertain individuals took advantage 
af neg personal business relationships and pro- 
fited monetarily from thes. They also saddied 
certain leadership cith bills that sere not their 
responsibility. In ne cay hes ong nenberchip 
money been used at all. Start up nonies has been 
from out of pocket expenses. 
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again ¢ 
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BOL] article. find = 
orgation goes on. 
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ve chested SHUG; 
ur 
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the spread of Sinclair inf 
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Be uculd like to present to you all nee in- 
ataation, That requires same of your assist- 
ance. tathesatically, the odds of one or too 
individuals producing interesting to read 
articles all the tine tends to breck dean over @ 
period of tine. The “quru" of fay sodeming aay 
get burned aut fron supplying info and long for 
the release of the burden of pressure to produce, 
1929 - pas the transitional year. Many of our 
once prominent softaqre oriters, publishers, 
harduare hackers have felt the ell toc faniliar 
probles of “I's not get Pan aig return fer all 
the effort being put into this". The return cen 
be finencia], acknovlegesent of effort, or for 
that matter, just plain old cossunications. $0 
for one reason or another they have dropped cut 


as interested parties. 


The folloning feu thoughts are as disturb- 
ing to me as they hopefully gill be thought pro- 
goking te you. I have alocys thought of the 
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average Sinclairist as someone oho cants to get 
the sost for his/thopefully) her dollar as 
possible. Theg have seen the bi ere and pooer 
ef their epee ape and are saperick and possibly 
defiant enough te say gith pride that we can do 
vhatever the "Big Bogs" can; paybe not as quickly 
ut desige to be iepressed vith the results. 1 
can say vithowt reserve that the people in cur 
holds, igpress we with the drive to squeeze 
that last ounce of poner out of ohal once oas 
referred to as a “tog” and a "doorstep". Bouever, 
as a whole, there has been in the past a sense s 
complacency - let someone else do it; 7 cniy us 
prograss, I don't knog hoo to progres; i alle 
only vant to play gazes. The pioneering leaders, 
all af oho should be coagracyr aves for oe 


the early gears ae? Aik provide ae Bas ne ane 


7 
and vanted, 1 sense a degree of urgency in our 
effort There is a tendency to fade off into 
never-never land inthe electronic age. s& recent 
article depicted a suseums’ difficulty in obtain- 
ing examples of coin operated video arcade qanes 
from only FIVE short years ago - these “sigssics” 
gere considered antiques. I tend to see things 
in seven yeer cycles (horroned irop the cutome- 
tive industry). Is it in the real i 
ity that there gon't be but a hand 
as less than 2-800) of Sinclairist 
fimericen continent in the nezt yea 
why is it that other “orphans of the stora” can 
survive and florish while ve alloe ourselves to 
disinish all the fine efforts of those oho chase 
te have the “Fover Githin Qur Beach"? I ap not 
ane to be a doonsayer, but this is @ case of 
gaking up the sleeping giant and causing scope 
reaction d heperu ge will see some action. 


, and hopefully 
These statenents hopefully gill get some of us to 
think. hose oho heve harsh cords for 
this organization. In some sanner there ere 
e oho feel they can provide a service that 
pentiy ne cannot. Hooever, the thing that is 
ate erence to us all, us if ve squander our 
ia g, and effort) te 
doon of eel itele soneane elses efferts, in 
patter ge all lose. I would like to pro- 


ore if ve could drop the anisesities and 
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So ghat does that require of you, the 
ber? fis the robot from “Short Circuit” is 
fond of saying “... Ah, TRPOTIE". Ge n 
organized effort froe you the re 
aq wepber or not. Ge need REALIAE 
aho are villing te accept an as 
respons sibilities. We have a Bass 
build an effective BORRING organi 
desperately need peaple to hel vith the Charter 
so ge can chtain Tax Exemption Status); an 
Election Compittee to prevent the sane probless 
ve had in our first election; people che are 
villing to help organize our Scftecre library - 
Harduare library - Literature library - Database 
Gf pe Bhers, equipment, contacts - Tupists oilling 
to help translate some of cur published saterial 
to electronic fornet for its preservation - Hep- 
resentatives to contact former softucre and 
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herdocre houses to release their materials inte 
public domain. fs you can see, the qoals are 
large and the effort much. Hogeoer, if ge can 
get a LOT OF YOU to assist, the individual ef- 
fort gill be small. So can ve spare an hour or 
too fo help the group che cents te help you 
nour habha fer a long ae to cope? 
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Rgcin, I ap not relating this to you all 
for suepebhu, but to give gou an idec shy you 
poy not have gotten a reply to your sang inguir- 
ies. Just toe let you know, the brief mention oe 
got in the Sinclair coluan of Computer Shopper, 


“HORE TIHER STHCLAIE", by Hichael O'Brien has 
gathered cs such ttention as ragth int SETS hes 
ever been involved in. Ge had received cs sany 
as three letters or calls a day for the entire 
ponth of June. Soe the backlog of replies is very 
high. With this letter I hope to infers you of 
the reasons for the delay. 


Be have gotten together the knocledgable and 
capable teas of Basil Gentuorth and Faul Bolgres 
to tork the negsietter into shape. I understand 
that they currently have three months of saterial 
ready to use. However, the pell runs drg quickly 
and your input is needed to tide then over. I 
also have heard that Frenk Tavis hae completed 
ingentory on the Fublic Dosain sof toare ant 1s 
currently doing capsule regiess on ALL of thes, 
Ghich accounts for the length of ae bo get it 
together. Thank gou Basil, Paul end Frank for 

ali ygeur hard vork! 


I hove discussed the next oaiaks pith severg! 
parties and all agree. fs the post wear has been 
greatly spent in preparation, and very little 
(pisibiq, angaaq) has been qisen back to the mes- 
herss, @e Glil extend the base seshership for en 
additione] weer to January 1, 1991. This is re- 
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The trailing edge in computers 


By ELAINE CHOW 
Times Staff Writer 


To Jean Wilcox, comparing her 
little Texas Instruments home com- 
puter to the newest IBM machine is 
like comparing a Model A Ford to a 
Lamborghini: Both take you where 
you want to go, but at different 
speeds. 
“It is a so-called ‘classic’ comput- 
er,”’ she says of her 62-year-old TI- 
99/4A. 


Users like Wilcox are akin to an- 
tique collectors in a fast-paced indus- 
try that emphasizes speed, power and 
the latest in technological superiority. 
These consumers see no reason to 
toss aside their “primitive” pre-PC 
standard and pre-Macintosh machines 
for something sleeker, snazzier and 
more expensive. They stuck with 
their computers long after the manu- 
facturers stopped making them. 

“It may have been abandoned, but 


it’s been adopted by some great peo-_ 


ple,” says Douglas Brownell, an audi- 
tor and consultant who often totes 
one of these early machines, a porta- 
ble Osborne computer, to work. 


The ‘‘great people’ include 
groups where users can exchange 
information about hardware, software 
and support through meetings, news- 
letters and on-line bulletin-board ser- 
vices. Machine and operating sys- 
tem-specific groups for all kinds of 
brands, including the “‘classic’”’ com- 
puters, are scattered around the 
world. The size of these groups varies 
with the popularity of their computer: 
The Pinellas IBM-PC Users’ Group 
has 1,600 members, while the local 
Timex and Sinclair Bay Area Micro- 
Computer Users’ Group is an inti- 
mate party of six. 

Although their numbers are de- 
clining, these users of classic comput- 
er are fierce in loyalty. They say the 
old machines do the job — such as 


Computers 


from 1E 


Many of these “orphan” ma- 
chines that came out in the early- 
to mid-’80s were the victims of 
manufacturer price wars or poor 
marketing strategy; others were 
simply lost in the fast-paced shuf- 
fle. Popular models include Timex 
Corp.’s Timex Sinclair series 
(originally sold for $100 to $300), 
Texas Instruments Inc.’s TI- 
99/4A (about $300) and Coleco 
Industries Inc.’s Adam ($700). 
The now-defunct Osborne Com- 
puter Corp. produced a series of 
portable, business-oriented com- 
puters ($1,795 to $2,795). All of 
these companies ceased produc- 
tion about five years ago. Tricia 
Parks, president of Parks Associ- 
ates, a Dallas-based research com- 
pany, estimates that during their 
brief lifetime, several hundred 
thousand Adams, Osbornes and Ti- 
mex Sinclairs and more than 2-mil- 
lion TI-99/4As were sold. 


word processing, database manage- 
ment or recordkeeping — just fine, 
albeit slower and with less flash. 

“T never thought about getting a 
Macintosh,” says Timex Sinclair own- 
er Warren Reed. ‘‘The Sinclair gives 
me everything I want.” 

Some loyalists even feel that for 
certain applications, their machines 
are better than what’s hot on the 
market. For example, Brownell, a 


“A lot of us figured, ‘that’s it 
folks, we’re dead,’ ’’ says Faye 
Deere, president of the Emerald 
Coast Adam Users Group in Fort 
Walton Beach. Coleco, like Timex 
and Osborne, no longer supports 
its computers. ‘But everybody 
picked up the slack.” 

Left to their own devices, us- 
ers have adapted, learning to modi- 
fy software and do their own re- 
pairs. Most parts are available only 
by mail order, and original hard- 
ware supplies in some cases are 
beginning to run low. 

There are third-party compa- 
nies that provide equipment and 
support for these “‘obsolete’’ ma- 
chines. Worswick Industries, a San 
Diego computer cable company, 
sells Osborne software and periph- 
erals, as well as refurbished Os- 
borne computers at a fraction of 
the original price. 

“Are there still people driving 
around in Edsels?”’ asks Dave Ma- 
son, Worswick’s technical manag- 
er. “There will always be someone 
using Osborne.” 


member of the Tampa Bay Osborne 
Group, thinks the Osborne’s key- 
board is superior to the IBM PC’s for 
data operations. He also thinks the 
Osborne’s operating system is more 
efficient. 

“You're not behind the times with 
an Osborne,” he says. ‘‘You just have 
a machine that’s not easily replaced.” 


Please see COMPUTERS 2E 


Users say they have invested 
too much time and money in their 
machines to switch. 

Others stay with their ma- 
chines because they enjoy tinker- 
ing with them, and they prefer to 
fool with a cheap machine than 
with an expensive one. With a 
screwdriver and a soldering iron, 
Steve Trumann has upgraded his 
$300 64-kilobyte Timex Sinclair 
2068 to a 256-kilobyte “pride and 
joy” that he believes is almost as 
good as an IBM PC costing $2,000 
or more. 

“I try to figure out things to do 
with it that it wasn’t made to do,” 
Trumann says, such as computer- 
aided design (CAD). He uses a 


- CAD program to build circuit 


boards for his Timex Sinclair. 

Trumann and the other users 
in the Timex and Sinclair Bay Area 
Micro-Computer Users’ Group 
(TAS BAM) speak of their ma- 
chines with affection and enthusi- 
asm. 

“Those that believe in the ma- 
chine learn what makes it tick,” 


at a 


= ax 
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“Those that believe 
in the machine 
learn what makes tt 
tick.” 


— Steve Trumann, 
Timex Sinclair 2068 owner 


Agrees TAS BAM member 
John Johnson, ‘“‘They have no 
choice.”” 


A bit of help 


If you own one of these “‘clas-: 
sic’ computers and want more’ 
information on it, you can try 
the following groups: 

Timex and Sinclair Bay Area 
Micro-Computer Users’ Group. 
Meets 7:30 p.m. the second 
Saturday of each month at 
Beach Federal Savings and 
Loan Association, 7777 Semi- 
nole Bivd., Seminole. For more 
information call Warren Reed, 
544-4723, or George Fether- 
man, 546-4278. 

— ELAINE CHOW 
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VECTOR-BASED CHARACTERS 
By Timothy Swenson 


There are basically two ways 
of drawing characters on a 
computer, pixel-based and 
vector-based. 


Pixel-based is what most 
computers use. The characters 
are stored = oleaur binary bit 
pattern cooresponding to On and 


Off pixels... The 
in the diagram is 
character. 
is the easiest system to use witha 
a raster-scan 
raster-scan display scans the 
screen from left to right, from 
top to botton. As it comes 
across a pixel it checks with the 
computer to see if that pixel is 
on or off. 

A vector-based system stores 
a character as the endpoints of 
the lines that create the 
character. The right hand figure 
in the diagram is a vector-based 
character. A vector-based 
monitor uses these points to draw 
the lines needed for the charater 
and only those lines. The 
monitor scans only the part of 
the screen that has characters. 


a pixel-based 


This makes for a more efficient 
display. 

Since most monitors are 
raster-scan, we can not use this 
advantage between a vector- and 


pixel-based system. There is one 
advantage we can use. 


When a pixel-based character 


is enlarged it keeps its blocky 
shape. The larger it is, the 
blockier it looks. With a 
vector-based character, as it is 
enlarged it keeps the general 
shape of the character. The only 


problem that comes up is that the 
character may look a bit skinny 
with just a single width line 
defining it. This problem can be 
dealt with easily. 

AS an example of this 
advantage, I wrote a short demo 


left character... 
A pixel-based system 


display. A. 


string, 


.reading the 


program for the QL. 
can be converted 
computer with ease. 
The program takes a string 
and prints it out in vector-based 
characters. For this demo I only 
made the program recognize three 


The program 
onto any 


characters A, R, and T. 


For each character in the 
the program restores to 
the line holding the data for the 
character. The first data item 
read is the number of points in 
the character. The more complex 
a character is the greater the 


‘number of points defining it. 


then starts 
points and drawing 
lines between then. if. the 
program reads a data point of 99, 
99 it knows not to draw a line 
between the last point and the 
current point, much like lifting 
a pencil off of the paper to move 
to a new spot. 

The variables OX and OY are 
the offsets the tells the program 


The program 


where to start the first 
character and each character 
thereafter. Otherwise we would 


get characters drawn on top of 
each other. 

To see the advantage of a 
vector-based system, change the 
scale to a smaller number and the 
letters will be enlarged. You 
could also multiply the points by 
a constant. By multiplying by a 
constant, the user can enlarge, 
shrink, expand, and compress the 
letters. No matter how much you 
expand the letter, the shape is 
still there. It does not become 
blocky and unreadable. 

With a little effort this 
demo program can be expanded to 
cover the entire alphabet. It 
can also do other alphabets 
easily. It can be used in a wide 
variety of applications. 
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100 
110 
120 
130 


140 
150 
160 
170 
180 
190 


200 
210 


CLS #0 
SCALE 50,0,0 
CLS 
INPUT #0,”Enter a string: 
"sags 
LET ox=1 : LET oy=20 
FOR z=1 TO LENCa$s) 

IF a$(z)=""A" OR aS (z)="a" 
THEN RESTORE 320 

IF a$(z)="R" OR a$(zZ)="r" 
THEN RESTORE 330 

IF a$(z)="T" OR a$(z>="t" 
THEN RESTORE 340 

LET ox=o0x+6 

READ num 

LET count=0 wos 

READ x1,yl 

LET count=countt+l 

POINT oxt+x1,oytyl 

READ x,y 

LET count=count+i 

IF x=99 OR y=99 THEN GO TO 


220 


LINE oxtx1, oytyl TO oxtx, 
oyty 

LET xi=x:. GETayi=y 
IF count<>num THEN GO TO 250 


END FOR z 
DATA 6,0,0,2,6,4,0,99,99,1 


$05 05 Sos ae 


50:99 7095250 ,'2,:0 
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VERIFYING MSCRIPT ST 
ON A&J MICRODRIVE 
By Walt Johnson 


I have the MSST version of Jack 
Dohany’s MSCRIPT. It’ 
for Cassetts onl I fo 
after SAVEin MSCRIPT TEXT 
would ask VERIFY? IF "y” was 
hit, it would, without success, 

continue to seach for the data.’ 


The problem was, that it had to 
be SAVEd with a File number and 
a comma, and the VERIFY had to 
be done without the File number 
and comma. There are two ways to 
get around this. 


1. After vat en 
VERIFY. Answe : 
Type- NS=” 
and then ENTER. 
the title exactly without 
File no. and comma.) 

This will do the job. 


2. 


it will ask to 
then BREAK. 
title”: CONTINUE 
CBe sure to “une 
e 


For a more permanent 
solution, send for pours OS leg 2 
MSSA Version of MS 

set up For the F oenite fs Ags 


FERST ‘CLASS MAIL 


Fgh ons ee = <0 == 


